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WHAT IS A ROAD USAGE CHARGE?

Pilot Project Schedule

After several years of study, the Washington State Transportation Commission is
testing a pay-per-mile tax system called a road usage charge. A road usage charge
asks drivers to pay for the miles they drive in Washington, rather than by the gallons
of gas they use. The pilot is a unique opportunity for Washington drivers to
inform the future of transportation funding in Washington.

ENROLLMENT HIGHLIGHTS

2017

99Recruit volunteers
99Outreach to general public

2018

Enrollment launched in February and concluded at the end of March 2018. 2,000
drivers from across Washington are now successfully enrolled in the pilot program
and are beginning to report their mileage and participate in the 12-month pilot.

Enrollment
99Invite participants
99Enroll 2,000 drivers

Launch
99Pilot launches early 2018
99Participants begin recording
miles, review mock invoices,
complete key milestones

PERCENT ENROLLED

(share of state population)

PILOT PROJECT DETAILS
After 2,000 participants have been enrolled, pilot project
drivers will test one of five mileage reporting methods:

MORE
INFORMATION

Recruitment

info@waroadusagecharge.org
waroadusagecharge.org

2019

Pilot concludes

2020

Report to USDOT, Governor, and
Legislature

MILEAGE PERMIT

ODOMETER READINGS

PLUG IN

>> Pre-select miles
based on anticipated
driving

>> Regularly submit
photo of odometer
using mobile phone

>> Plug device into
vehicle port

PLUG IN+GPS

SMARTPHONE APP

>> Plug device into
vehicle port

>> Report miles with app

1-833-WASH-RUC (833-927-4782)

360-569-1999
509-600-0999

To ensure everyone pays their fair share: Considering the range of MPG of
today’s vehicles on the road, the gas tax has become inequitable. For the same
miles driven, drivers pay widely different amounts for their roadway use, depending
on their vehicle’s MPG. This inequity is expected to grow each year as vehicle MPG
continues to increase.

To explore sustainable, long-term funding: As vehicles become more fuel
efficient, gas consumption goes down. With a decline in gas consumption comes
reduced gas tax revenues needed for our roads, bridges, and ferry system. A road
usage charge could provide a more stable source of transportation funding than the
gas tax, since drivers would pay by the mile instead of by the gallon.

Why is Washington conducting the pilot?

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

waroadusagecharge.org

WANT TO LEARN MORE?

After the pilot is complete, a report will be presented to the legislature. The
legislature will be charged with deciding if, how, and when a road usage charge
should be enacted based on data gathered from the pilot.

What happens after the pilot?

In a future road usage charge system, the intent is that drivers would only pay for
miles they drive in Washington. The pilot will help us determine how drivers would
best record mileage in and out of Washington state.

What happens if I drive out of state?

No. A road usage charge system would tax everyone at the same rate per mile
driven on public roads in Washington regardless of a vehicle’s MPG. Today, people
who use vehicles with lower MPG pay more gas tax because they purchase more gas
as compared to drivers of high MPG vehicles (over 20 MPG).

Is a road usage charge unfair compared to the gas tax?

No. The road usage charge is being considered as a replacement to the gas tax,
not on top of or in addition to the gas tax.

Would the road usage charge be an additional tax?

