
INTERESTED IN 
PARTICIPATING?

TEST DRIVE THE ROAD AHEAD
WASHINGTON ROAD USAGE CHARGE PILOT PROJECT

Fall 2017

Pilot Project 
Schedule

2017

Summer/Fall

Recruitment
 • Recruit volunteer drivers
 • Outreach to general public
 • Test pilot system

Winter

Invitation
 • Invite final participants
 • Set up participant accounts

Winter

Launch
 • Pilot launches early 2018

2018

info@waroadusagecharge.org
waroadusagecharge.org

MORE  
INFORMATION

1-833-WASH-RUC (833-927-4782)
360-569-1999
509-600-0999

WHAT PARTICIPANTS CAN EXPECT

NOW RECRUITING

WASHINGTON 
DRIVERS
FROM ALL OVER THE STATE

Participation in the pilot project is 
free. Visit waroadusagecharge.org to 
sign up today and take WA RUC for a 
test drive!

WHAT IS A ROAD USAGE CHARGE? 
After several years of study, the Washington State Transportation Commission will 
test a pay-per-mile tax system called a road usage charge beginning in early 2018. 
A road usage charge asks drivers to pay for the miles they drive in Washington, 
rather than by the gallons of gas they use. The pilot will be a unique opportunity 
for Washington drivers to inform the future of transportation funding in 
Washington.

WHY PARTICIPATE?  
We need a diverse set of Washington drivers to help test a road usage charge. 
Your input will help ensure a potential future implementation is fair and practical. 
Participants will be recruited from all over Washington, as well as those who 
frequently drive into Washington from places like British Columbia, Oregon, and 
Idaho.

2,000 DRIVERS invited to participate 

10 MINUTES A MONTH average 
commitment for 12 months

$0 COST to participate

RECOGNITION FOR PARTICIPATION with 
gift cards awarded for completing key tasks

4 MILEAGE REPORTING OPTIONS  
from no-tech to high-tech



Why is Washington conducting the pilot?
To ensure sustainable, long-term funding:  As vehicles become more fuel efficient, 
gas consumption goes down. With a decline in gas consumption comes reduced gas 
tax revenues needed for our roads, bridges, and ferry system. A road usage charge 
could provide a more stable source of transportation funding than the gas tax, since 
drivers would pay by the mile instead of by the gallon.

To ensure everyone pays their fair share:  Considering the range of MPG of 
today’s vehicles on the road, the gas tax has become inequitable. For the same 
miles driven, drivers pay widely different amounts for their roadway use, depending 
on their vehicle’s MPG. This inequity is expected to grow each year as vehicle MPG 
continues to increase. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Will the road usage charge be an additional tax?
No. The road usage charge is being considered as a replacement to the gas tax, 
not on top of or in addition to the gas tax. 

Is a road usage charge unfair compared to the gas tax?
No. A road usage charge system would tax everyone at the same rate per mile 
driven on public roads in Washington regardless of a vehicle’s MPG. Today, people 
who use vehicles with lower MPG pay more gas tax because they purchase more gas 
as compared to drivers of high MPG vehicles (over 20 MPG).

What happens if I drive out of state?
In a future road usage charge system, the intent is that drivers would only pay for 
miles they drive in Washington. The pilot will help us determine how drivers would 
best record mileage in and out of Washington state.

WANT TO LEARN MORE? 
waroadusagecharge.org


